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21ST SPACE OPERATIONS SQUADRON

The 21st Space Operations Squadron, a unit of the 50th Network Operations Group, 50th Space Wing, Schriever Air Force Base, Colorado, is located at Onizuka Air Force Station, Sunnyvale, California. The 21st Space Operations Squadron is the host unit at OAFS.
Mission

The squadron plans and conducts specialized communications for a wide spectrum of Department of Defense, allied, civil and commercial space systems. The 21st SOPS is a squadron that is rich in tradition. Every Space Shuttle mission in history has been supported from Onizuka. It schedules, allocates, and configures Air Force Satellite Control Network common user resources; monitors, maintains and updates the status of AFSCN resources and provides status, configurations, and readiness of controlled resources to multiple users and command centers. 

The 21st SOPS maintains the facilities necessary to support a full deployment by 1st and 3rd SOPS, in the event of an emergency or routine relocation. Additionally, 21st SOPS maintains a backup scheduling facility, which is used as a backup to 22nd SOPS' facility at Schriever Air Force Base, Colorado. It also manages communications systems for network operations and maintains and operates base communications.

The squadron provides access to the worldwide Air Force Satellite Control Network and specialized support to the international space community by providing network communications.  The unit is also responsible for maintaining Onizuka’s two, 60-foot, Defense Satellite Communication System antennas. The 21st SOPS acts as the back-up for scheduling tracking station usage for satellite operators.

As host unit for Onizuka Air Force Station, 21st SOPS provides resources to operate and maintain the OAFS facility and to provide administrative and support services to base units and agencies, including security, services, civil engineering and safety. 

Further, the squadron provides some base support to units on Moffett Federal Airfield. The 21st Space Operations Squadron commander is designated the installation commander for Onizuka Air Force Station.

History

The 21st Space Operations Squadron was established in October 1991 and consisted of network scheduling, planners, directors and communications operations. In 1992, 21st SOPS assumed command of the Camp Parks Communications Annex, from 750th OSS and Inter-Range Operations from Air Force Systems Command.  21st SOPS assumed base support at OAFS with the deactivation of the 750th Space Group June 7, 1999.  On 1 October 2002, 21st SOPS transferred the Camp Parks Communications Annex to SMC Detachment 12.
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