Page 1 of 2

[image: image1.jpg]



     FACT SHEET


www.schriever.af.mil

50TH OPERATIONS GROUP

50th Operations Group is a component of the 50th Space Wing, Schriever Air Force Base, Colo. The group was activated on Jan. 30, 1992.

The group consists of five squadrons with units located at Schriever Air Force Base, Colo.; Cape Canaveral Air Station, Fla.; Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.; Kaena Point, Hawaii; and Oakhanger, United Kingdom.

MISSION

The 50th Operations Group commands and controls, provides launch support to over 100 operational satellites which support the President, the Secretary of Defense, federal and civilian agencies and all U.S. and allied military forces. It provides operational leadership, trains space operations crews and provides standardization and evaluation to over 1,300 space system operators. The group's three space operations centers perform 24-hour tracking, telemetry and commanding functions during launch, early-orbit and on-orbit spacecraft operations, as well as anomaly resolution.  The 50th Operations Group operates and maintains eight worldwide remote tracking stations and associated communications systems comprising the Air Force Satellite Control Network.  The Network Operations Center develops, publishes and executes the network tasking for all AFSCN users.

ORGANIZATION

The 1st Space Operations Squadron is located at Schriever Air Force Base and is responsible for launch and early orbit operations, as well as anomaly resolution for the Defense Support Program and Navstar Global Positioning System. They also conduct day-to-day operations for DSP. Finally, 1st SOPS is the lead squadron for capitalizing on the operational potential of several developmental satellites.

The 2nd Space Operations Squadron provides precise, three-dimensional position, velocity and timing information to military and civilian users around the globe by operating the Navstar Global Positioning System, the military’s largest and the world’s most widely-used satellite constellation. The squadron operates and maintains the Master Control Station at Schriever Air Force Base and a worldwide network of GPS-dedicated ground antennas and monitoring stations to provide around-the-clock command and control of the 24-satellite constellation. Detachment 1, 2nd SOPS, located at Cape Canaveral Air Station, Fla., maintains a GPS ground antenna to support prelaunch compatibility testing of new GPS satellites and to support software and hardware testing for the constellation. 

The 3rd Space Operations Squadron is located at Schriever Air Force Base and conducts day-to-day command and control for the Defense Satellite Communications System. It also conducts both launch and on-orbit operations for the Navy's Ultrahigh Frequency Follow-on satellite program.

The 4th Space Operations Squadron is located at Schriever Air Force Base and is responsible for day-to-day command and control, communications payload management and ground segment maintenance for the joint service Milstar satellite program. The two-satellite constellation is controlled from two fixed Constellation Control Stations at Schriever Air Force Base and three mobile CCSs garrisoned at Peterson and Offutt Air Force Bases. Milstar provides assured, jam resistant and secure communications for all levels of command from the National Command Authorities all the way down to deployed tactical warfighters through all levels of conflict.

The 50th Operations Support Squadron is located at Schriever Air Force Base and is responsible for implementing operations and training policy for seven squadrons. The squadron integrates new satellite and ground control programs into current operations, conducts Force Development Evaluation throughout the 50th Space Wing, and provides intelligence data to 50th Space Wing units. The 50th OSS also manages the $150 million Space Operations and Maintenance Contract.
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