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50TH OPERATIONS SUPPORT SQUADRON 

50th Operations Support Squadron is a component of the 50th Operations Group, 50th Space Wing, Schriever Air Force Base, Colo. The squadron was activated on January 30, 1992.

Mission

Directs space superiority operations of Department of Defense's largest satellite composite wing with eight squadrons operating 140 plus satellites and global network of command, control and communications facilities worth over $46 billion. Manages and conducts training programs ensuring combat readiness of 500-person crew force. Implements space weapons and tactics program, while overseeing space modernization and upgrades. Provides intelligence support and weather services for all wing operations.

Organization

Weapons and Tactics Flight is responsible for squadron, wing, and headquarters interface on operational issues. The flight is organized into three sections; Weapon System Requirements Section, Ground System Requirements Section, and the Wing Weapons Shop. The Weapon System Requirements section is the lead for program management of each weapon system in the operations group to include but not limited to: Air Force Satellite Control Network, Defense Support Program, Advanced Composition Experiment, Midcourse Space Experiment, Global Positioning System, NATO III/IV, SKYNET, Defense Satellite Communications System, Wide-Band Gapfiller Satellite, Advanced Extremely High Frequency, Milstar, Inertial Upper Stage, and boosters as well as NASA and NOAA programs. The Ground System Requirements section is the lead for program management providing technical assessment of near-term and long range requirements for ground systems including AFSCN integration of new satellite and ground control programs into current operations. The Wing Weapons Shop maintains liaison with all 50th SW units and provides support for the following: unit combat capability, tactics development and execution, and mission effectiveness.

Current Operations Flight is responsible for all operations group mission-ready space operations training, support functions to facilitate training and battle staff contingency operations. The flight is organized into five sections; group operations training section, satellite operations simulator section, group education and training section and interactive courseware section, and contingency operations section. The group operations training section develops and implements mission-ready training and training policies for over 500 space operators of seven Department of Defense satellite programs valued at $54 billion for the 50th Operations Group. The satellite operations simulator section is the primary focal point in the development and management of the satellite operations simulators. The group education and training section manages the enlisted specialty training program for more than 900 enlisted personnel in the 50th Operations Group. The interactive courseware section uses cutting-edge technology to develop dynamic, multi-media training products to support the training mission. The contingency operations section operationalizes, standardizes and normalizes all battle staff and crisis response element processes and training programs to comprehensively prepare for effective 50th Space Wing response in all types of worldwide contingencies ensuring space superiority. 

The weather flight has a three-fold mission. They conduct continuous environmental operations in support of 50th Space Wing  units; provide 50th SW leadership a situational awareness for 50th SW geographically separated units; and assume the role of a combat weather team in providing resource protection for Schriever AFB. Their customers include all 50th SW units,  tenant units, and GSUs. The flight provides pre-mission, wing stand-up, pre-deployment, and battle staff briefings as well as annual space environment operator training. The flight performs "quick-turn" satellite anomaly assessments, giving the affected crews a "quick-look" as to whether the space environment could have caused or contributed to a particular anomaly. 

The intelligence flight provides the wing and its subordinate units, to include all GSUs with a variety of current intelligence, threat information, and force protection intelligence. This is done through various media including the daily intelligence highlights, briefings to senior leadership, predeployment briefings, and pre-mission briefings to operations crews. These media encompass four general areas: space and ballistic missiles, geopolitical intel, information operations, and terrorist information. The intelligence flight also manages the special security office, and is responsible for some 17 SCI facilities, 2200 SCI cleared personnel, and $300M worth of SCI contracts for Schriever Air Force Base. The AFSPC Inspector General for the past three consecutive 50th Space Wing Operational Readiness Inspections has recognized the flight as a professional team. 

Personnel

Approximately 116 active duty Air Force and Department of Defense civilians are assigned to the 50th Operations Support Squadron.
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