MOVING WITH HOUSEPLANTS

There are options in deciding what to do with your houseplants when moving.  Consider giving them to friends, to local hospitals or libraries, sell them at garage sale or have them as welcoming gifts for the newcomers.  

DO-IT-YOURSELF 

If you move the plants yourself, you’ll have more control over the environmental conditions than if they are moved by any other method.

· Most professional moving companies will accept plants, under Interstate Commerce Commission rules that provide: the plants are transported not more than 150 miles and/or delivery is completed within 24 hours from the time of loading; no storage is required; no enroute servicing or watering is required of the mover.

· If you are planning to move houseplants interstate, you should be aware of federal and state plant regulations.  Plant quarantines may be in effect in certain areas to restrict the movement of the plants that may harbor destructive pests.  Before these plants can be removed, they must be cleared by the appropriate federal or state plant protection official. 

· Several states require that indoor plants be inspected and certified “pest free” before they can be moved across their borders.  Other states do not require certification as long as the houseplants are the property of the individual and are not for resale.  Still others refuse all entry of specific varieties.  Many states permit “thru-transit” of uncertified, healthy houseplants.

· In some states, vehicles are stopped at random on the highway, and any plants carried are inspected for pests.  Several states stop vehicles at their borders and inspect all houseplants.  Much time can be saved if the plants are accompanied by state-of-origin certificates.

· You must personally arrange for inspection of your houseplants by an authorized state department of agriculture inspector.  Call the department’s office and schedule an inspection to take place no less than two weeks prior to moving.  In some cases, you may have to take your plants to the nearest office for inspection and possible treatment in fumigation chambers.  For further information, call the state Department of Agriculture, 1-800-866-7683.

MOVING TIPS

Shock: Some houseplants are susceptible to shock when moving.  The distance moved or time in transit doesn’t make the shock greater – it simply will take the plant longer to recover.

Temperature: This is the most central factor in moving houseplants.  Temperatures below 35F or above 95-100F for much over an hour can be fatal to many.  Plants in cartons that are properly wrapped will withstand quite a variation in temperature, but it is inadvisable to transport plants in unheated vehicles when the temperature is approaching the freezing point.

Water: Most houseplants can survive up to a week or 10 days without watering and suffer little harm.  Plants should be moist when placed in cartons.

Darkness/Light: When other conditions are favorable, houseplants can tolerate darkness for up to a week, but plants left in darkness too long “etiolate” or start to put out abnormal growth more susceptible to disease.  When first exposing plants to light after a lengthy period in darkness, avoid possible wilting and sun scald, by limiting sun exposure for the first few days.

Cuttings: For convenience and space saving, you may wish to take cuttings of your favorite houseplants, if they can be propagated that way.  Most cuttings will survive for several days if kept in a plastic bag containing damp vermiculite, peat moss or perlite or even wrapping in a wet paper towel.  However, potted plants have a much greater chance than cuttings of surviving a long trip.

Once you have found out about state regulations and have decided how you will transport your plants, follow these steps to prepare them for the move;

1. Keep your plants in the same pot for the move.  Repotting adds to the overall trauma of adjusting to a new location.

2. On the morning of your move, thoroughly water your plants.  Allow excess water to drain while other items are being loaded.

3. Wrap the most delicate plants and those with breakable pots in newspaper.  Roll the paper around the pot and plant, forming a protective sleeve, leaving the top open

4. Plants don’t like temperatures below 65 degrees, so it is especially important to insulate them with newspaper during the cold weather.  If you are moving during extremely cold weather, you may wish to provide more insulation for your fragile plants by completely covering them with the newspaper and stapling the paper sleeve at the top.  During the winter, warm up the car before packing plants.  Wrap the plants loosely even for the dash to the curb.  A few seconds of exposure to subfreezing temperatures can injure any tropical plant.

5. When loading your plants, it’s important to place them in some kind of container to keep them from shifting.  For additional protection, cushion with blankets, rugs, crumpled newspaper, towels, etc.  Place them where they can be checked repeatedly, such as the back of a closed trailer or next to a door or window in a car.  Even if the weather is good, don’t load your plants in the back of an open pickup truck.  The strong wind not only will induce shock, but is likely to break stems and branches.  You might also open car windows with caution if your plants are in the back seat.  Remember the wind is stronger there.

6. Each night during the trip, open the trailer or car door long enough to provide your plants with some fresh air, and water them.  Misting helps keep the humidity high.  You might even consider removing the plants at night.

Because moving can cause plants to experience a condition resembling a state of shock, some florists recommend giving your plants a dose of vitamin B-1 when you arrive at your destination.  This vitamin is sold in liquid form in nurseries directions are on the label and the cost is minimal.  

Your plants will need at least a month to adjust to their new environment, longer if they will be exposed to gas heat for the first time.  Some changes in the plants, such as loss of leaves, are normal.  If plants are deprived of light and/or exposed to extreme temperatures in a closed truck, tip burning when the edges of the leaves turn brown may result.

